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The attempted assassination of Topliatti and the consequent action of the 
Commmist Party are reported to haw led to a very serious crisis within the 
Directorate of the Party. Soon after the shooting of Togliatti, Piatre 
Secchia took over the leadership of the Party and planned the goueral, strikes 


Giuseppe Di Vittorio, who errived by alr from the United States on Wednesday 
evening (14 July 1948), was confronted with a feit accomplice Ha daclared 
himself abeclutely opposed to the strike, pointing out that the leber organi 
zeGion was not preparad for it, that there were not enough fumda to finance 
4% prelonped sbrika, end thet in all probability the strike would canes the 


aclemion of thea labor organizations 


Ruggoro Griees. too, is said to hava been apposed to the strike and objecter 
strongly to Secchia’s decision, Griece waa of the opinion that the action 
squede were not ready, thet a gonoral strike for an indefinite period would 
either fail or end in revolution, and that in any cease a general strike should 
be proclaimed only after shorough preparation. Grieco was supported in thie 
by laigi Longe. hie disagreement reauited im a quarrel betwoen Secchia ans. 


Grieca, after which Secchia left the meeting and disapveared, 


However, when Gaieco contacted officials at the Russian Embassy. he learned 
thet Reacchia hed sought rafuge there, About half paeh eleven on Wednesday 
night the Russian Embassy indicuted by phone thet the strike should ba callcd 


by Thursday morning. Late on the same night Griees called at the Russian 


Sinssy, and returned to Communist headquartera locking very daspendent.e He: 
infomed his colieacues that Mescow had disapproved the action of the Party 
MW explained that Moscow had prewiously issued orders that on no account 
should acts of violence’be provoked in Italy. In view of the present delice: 
imternational situation. worsened by ths Berlin and Yurosiavy crises Bosca 

did not wish the Italian and French Commmist Parties to compromise themsei:3; 
too much, since the Kremlin at the present moment did not wert o civil son: 
flict either in Itely or France because of the impossibility of Rueaials inte. 


vening to support the Conminista. 
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5o Grieee added thet Secchia was fully cognizarmt of these orders and conse- 
quently hie proclamation of the gencoral strike was in open opposition to 
the directives issued from Moscow and approved by Togliatti. 


6. The Communist executives appear to have been impressed by the fact that 
Seechia sought refuge at the Russian Embassy although he knew that Moscow 
disapproved of his calling the strike, and puzzled thet he should have 
sought refuge at all. When confronted with these questions, Grieco re= 
fused to answer, but then lost his temper, and shouted, " Don’t let me 

- speak, it is better for you all.”. 


7. Grieco and Longo had a long conversation behind closed doors the night 
of the attempted assassination. Throughout Thursday, Secchia was not 
seen anywhere. 


8. Di Vittorio was in close touch with Grieco during the strike. The sub- 
sequent orders given by the C.G.I.L. were issued according to agreeménts 
reached between the Directorate of the Commmist Party and the C.G.I.L. 
itself. 


9, It is belioved that Di Vittoric brought pressure to bear upon the P.f.L.to 
(Partito Sooialista Lavoratori Italiani) with a view to persuading this 
Party to act as mediator in avoiding a syndical scission. This move was 
reportedly suggested by Grieco on orders from the Russian Embassyo 


10. Giovanni Borghese of the P. S. I. (Partito Socialista Italiano) was re~ 
quested to keep in continuous touch with the headquarters of the Communist 
Party, in order to coordinate, hour by hour, the action of the Commmnist 
and Socialist parties. 


ll. Riccardo Lombardi, Alberto Jacometti and Berghese had a meeting with Ales- 
gsandro Pertini and Giuseppe Romita, during which it was agreed that because 
of recent political developments, it would be advisable to say nothing what~ 
ever, for the time being at least, in régard to the autmomy of the Socialist 
Party. The executives of the Commmist Party were informed of this decision. 
In its turn the Commmist Party advised the P.S.I. of ita intention to con- 
duct a strong propaganda campaign against both the Christian Democratic 
Party and the reformist Socialists. 


12. Meny messages from regional and provincial sections reached the headquarters 
of the Commmist Party on Thursday (15 July) morning, protesting the orders 
for the cessation of the strike. The Com~umist executives informed the sec- 
retaries of these sections that the prolongation cf the strike might have 
led to civil war and the overthrow of tho present Government and since the 
Socialists and Cormunists did not desire to take the responsibility of the 
rovernnent at the present moment (which vould mean the rejection of the Mar- 
shell Plan) it was considered adviseble to call off the strike. It was 
pointed out in addition that the rejection of the Marshall Plan would not 
be feasible because it was not possible at the moment to organize shipments 
from the east to take the place of American assistance. 


43. The chiefs of the Communist sections throughout the country have nevertheless 
been instructed to kcep alive the opposition in their respoctive sections, 
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requesting that the masses be ttld thet the moment for action has not 
yet arrived, but will inevitably come. Grieco has now been given the 
task of re-organizing the ranks of the Commmist Party throughout the 
countrys ; 


When he called at the Russian Enioassy, Di Vittorio was given a very 

sold reception by the @nbassy o:'ficials, He was not received by the 
Ambassador or by any of the secrztaries, He was only allowed to inter- 
view one of the low-renkirg officials, who told him that the Russian 
authorities were most digsatisfiod with tho mannor in which the strike 
had been carried out. Moreover » Pi Vittorio was accused of having dis< 
closed by his poor conduct of the strike the true policy of the Communi st- 
led C.G.I.Le and of haying succveded only in exasperating the mags of 
Italians, 


Di Vittorio was reminijed that it was a pucrile mistake to proclaim the 
general strike on such a blataniily evident political issue, thus piving 
the Government an excellent opportunity to strengthen its position. 


It is reported that Di Vittorio told Leonilde Totti afterwards that dur: 
ing his interview vith the Sovict official he wag not even given a chance 
to make 9 reply or say that he icted practically on Secchia's orders. He 
added that he greatly resented the fact that Secchia had put him in such 
an awkward position with the Ruisian Embassy 
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